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Relevance: Sociology: Paper I: Thinkers
20-Jan-2020 TriumphIAS
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ey Ideas:
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Power was held by a minority (the elite or bouageoisie) who had
access to capital and could use their money and power to
generate more wealth.

The majority of the population (the mass or proletariat) had
only their labour (strength and time) to help them make a living.

Industrialisation had meant that the elite were the only ones
who had access to the means of production.

Without the ability to produce for themselves, the mass were
dependent on the elite for survival.

To maximise profits, the elite needed to get as much labour
from the mass for as little cost as possible.

The elite needed the mass to accept their position as powerless
workers.
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Surplus Labour Decrease in Real Wage
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The Marxist Instrumentalist Theory of Media
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Favourable portrayals of

Alternative the wealthy
and radical
viewpoints
dicmissedlas A Media presents
extremist, Present_s views of inequality as
dangerous tl'!e ruling class natural and
or crazy elite as the truth inevitable

Negative portrayals
of ethnic minorities
and immigrants
divide the ruling
class

Media performs
ideological
functions

Discourages criticism of capitalism

Entertainment distracts public away from more
critical thinking

1920 - 1950:

e (BEenE Supporting evidence

of owner control,
Curran (2003)

1951 - 1974:
greater
journalistic Are all
freedom ) media
Slncle;9|97. S
. glova’ really in
1974 - 1992: more conservatism the
intervention - Murdoch as e
symbolised by Lord of the class?
Murdoch and a shift Global .
to the right Village

Spreads myth of
meritocracy

Aka traditional
Marxist,

instrumentalist
or manipulative
theory of media

Marxist
Instrumentalist

It is impractical
for owners to
control content
in large global
corporations,
journalists have
autonomy

Pluralists
argue
profit

determines

content

not
ideology

political elite are in

Owners are part
of the ruling
class elite

Media owners control
media content

Content of the media is
thus narrow and biased,
reflecting the opinions of

the owners

Audience are
seen as passive
and easily
manipulated

", [ Rise of New
Media
undermines
this
perspective,
especially
its view of
the passive
audience

the same class

Government

doesn’t
regulate
effectively

Manipulate
content a to
transmit a
conservative
ideology

Mainly
through
news and
entertainment

See ‘audience
effects’ for
more

Views are
shaped by the
media which
makes them
conform

Seen as
a mass of
unthinking

robots

Chapter: 11th Political Science : Democracy

Marxist Theory of Democracy
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The Marxist theory views the democracy
in the social context of class analysis during the era of industrial revolution.

https://www.brainkart.com/article/Marxist-Theory-of-Democracy_ 34297/

Views of leaders on Democracy

Democracy is the road to
socialism.

-Karl Marx.

, Democracy is the form
; of the government for
b the people, of the people,

3 ‘,Ll by the people.

-Abraham Lincoln.
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‘ My notion of democracy |

is that under it the,
weakest should have the,
same opportunity as the

)

strongest. This can never
I
happen except through non-violence.

- Mahatma Gandhi
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